
Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures (degrees C) for 6:45 a.m. EDT (NOAA)

Agricultural Weather Highlights - Tuesday - August 15, 2000
CC In the West, significant shower activity is confined to parts of the Four Corners region, as the threat of wildfires

and heavy irrigation requirements remain concerns in most areas.

CC On the Plains, very warm, mostly dry weather favors fieldwork but is hastening summer crop maturation.

C In the Corn Belt, warm weather, accompanied by scattered showers and thunderstorms in northern areas,
continues to favor filling corn and soybeans.  Today’s high temperatures are forecast to range from 85 to 95
degrees F.

CC In the South, locally heavy rain is spreading into southern Texas in conjunction with Tropical Storm Beryl. 
Beryl, which moved inland last night about 115 miles south of Brownsville, Texas, is presently centered just inland
over northeastern Mexico, moving westward at 8 m.p.h.  At 5:00 a.m. EDT, maximum sustained winds were
near 45 m.p.h.  Elsewhere in the region, hot, dry weather is aiding fieldwork but stressing pastures and immature
summer crops.

Outlook: Locally heavy rainfall associated with the remnants of Tropical Storm Beryl is forecast to spread across
southern Texas.  However, the remainder of the South will remain unfavorably dry.  Meanwhile, showers are
forecast to become more numerous across the central Plains, Corn Belt, and Southwest.  Hot, dry weather is
expected to persist elsewhere in the West.  The NWS 6-10 day outlook for August 20-24 calls for above-normal
temperatures virtually nationwide.  Much-above-normal temperatures are forecast in the central Plains and western
Corn Belt, although near-normal rainfall in the latter region will help to offset the effects of very warm weather. 
Elsewhere, near- to above-normal rainfall is expected to be confined to the remainder of the Corn Belt, parts of the
Southwest, and areas along and near the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts.  Mostly dry weather is forecast elsewhere,
including the Plains and the remainder of the West.

Contact:  Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)


